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Brian Glyn Williams has written a
far better book, although he takes the
Russian annexation of Crimea in 1783
as his starting point. It is as thoroughly
researched as it could be without using
Tatar or Turkish sources. Its short pro-
logue gmccount of Crimean
Tatar history before the Russian annexa-
tion. Using not just printed sources but
also personal interviews and recordings
of Crimean prisoners of war in the First
World War, he shows what Russia did
to the land and its people. He explores
the success of Soviet and Russian propa-
ganda in convincing foreign ‘experts’ that
Crimea is ancient Russian territory, tem-
porarily occupied by savage nomads. Wil-
liams is up-to-date and well informed
about the reality behind recent events. He
gives a graphic account of the Crimean
Tatars’ mistreatment in Uzbekistan, an
experience as harrowing as their depor-
tation. His book is properly referenced
and accurate in detail. It also has rare
black-and-white illustrations and 2 map
(albeit fuzzy) of Crimea showing Tatar
place names before Russification oblit-
erated them. It has left me bewildered
that Hurst can publish, almost simulta-
neously, two books of such diametrically
opposite quality in the same field.

If only oriental studies in Britain
(unlike Germany or France) were not
so parlous that we now have no gradu-
ates capable of reading Ottoman Turk-
ish, let alone Tatar, we might hope for
Kent’s aberration to be superseded by
an authoritative history of Crimea for
English-speaking readers.

To order these books from our pariner bookshop,
Heywood Hill, see page 25.
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